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Disease Case Study #1
It is August 8th and the weather has been hot and dry. As you wipe the sweat off your brow with your favorite 
handkerchief, you notice the topsides of your corn leaves have tiny, round spots covering most of the leaf area. 
The outside of the spots is yellow in color. This is affecting all leaves of the corn plant and is found covering a 

large area of the field. The stem of the corn plant is sturdy and healthy looking. 

Disease Case Study #2
You begin your scouting like any other day, except today you feel like taking an “M” patterned approach. About 

halfway through your route, you notice that some of the corn plants have tan lesions on their leaves. You whip 
out your favorite pocket ruler and see that the narrow marks measure between half-an-inch to an inch-and-a-

half. They tend to get longer and more plentiful as you move down the corn plant. Some of the bottom leaves are 
dead! In fact, you notice that the most severe ones are bending over due to stalk rot!
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Pest Case Study #2
It is the end of July, and you decide to take a scouting trip through your fields. You walk through a large, grassy 

area before coming to the edge of your corn crop. Immediately, you notice that the lower leaves of the corn 
plants have been stripped away, exposing nothing but their midribs. As you take a closer look with your trusty 

magnifying glass, you see the culprit. It’s a dark, green worm with a white stripe running along its back.

Pest Case Study #2
Today, you decide that it is just too hot of a July day to be meandering about. So, instead you dust off the drone 
you got for Christmas and send it on a mission. Everything appears fine until you notice a patch of corn stalks 

bent over. You think to yourself, “It can’t be crop circles again. That hasn’t happened since the 70s and come to 
think about it, we haven’t seen Uncle Bill since.” You drop your drone in for a closer 4K ft. look at the situation. 
You notice the leaves have holes in them, and there is a bunch of yellow bugs eating away. You run over to the 
spot, and pick up some of the lodged stalks. The roots are brown and severely stunted. You scoop up some soil 

and notice larvae that have two heads!
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Nutritional Case Study #1
Driving back to the farm after a good, long day of playing mini-golf in which you beat your high score - the 

windmill had nothing on you today - you decide to take the backroads and pass by a portion of your field. It’s 
early June and your crop is coming up nicely. Though, looking out at one end you notice that a portion of your 
field appears yellow and the height of the plants are stunted. Upon closer observation, you see that the leaves 

have yellow streaks running along the veins of the leaves.

Nutritional Case Study #2
Oh boy, it’s been a cold and wet month of May. Today seems nice though, so you decide to pop out and 

randomly inspect your favorite crop - that would definitely be corn. Soybeans are OK, but they just never seem 
happy to see you. As you stroll away, you come across an area in which the leaves are yellowing. The pattern is 
starting at the tips and working their way down the midrib. In fact as you go down the plant to the lower, older 

leaves, it gets worse! You take a big gulp as you see the the mark of the culprit, the dreaded “V.”
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Weather Case Study #1
Your college buddy from the Eastern part of Kansas wants to come out for a visit. He says that he can’t handle 

all of that humidity and just needs some nice dry air for a change of pace. You tell him that the Western side has 
been pretty hot and dry so, “Come on down!” You take him on a tour of your corn field and decide this would be 

a great opportunity to show him how cool agriculture is. While discussing the formula for calculating growing 
degree days of corn and how it relates to growth stages, you notice that your corn leaves have tiny white spots 

all over! You check underneath the leaves and you start to feel a little better as the spots are not to be seen. You 
inspect further and see that there are no little bugs or mites crawling around. 

Weather Case Study #2
• ”Good Morning!” You hear your spouse say from downstairs. “Goodness,” he says. “You sure slept 

through that doozy of a storm last night!” He was right, I had been pulling 18 hour days getting the farm in 
tip-top shape. It felt good to get some much needed rest. I better go check on my corn to see if the storm had 

affected the crop in any way. As soon as I stepped outside, my heart fell to the floor. The leaves of my corn plants 
were gone! “Gone,” I say! Just the poor midribs jutting out as if to point out the villain. Upon getting closer, I could 
see that some stalks were broken as well. It looks like most of the damage came from the northeast as that side of 
the plant is showing the most damage. “Thankfully,” I say to myself, “We haven’t reached V8. There’s still hope!”
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Weeds Case Study #1
“Ugh,” you say to yourself. It has just been a long, hot month of August. It’s been really dry and windy as well. 

You know those dry, hot days where water can’t even quench your thirst out in the field or when you wake up and 
you have to literally peel your eyes open because it’s so dry. Driving along the roadway, you smile as you see the 
tumbleweeds coat the fences as if they were trying to get as far away from Kanas as they could. Oh, the good 

ol’ tumbleweed, also known as the Russian cactus, the prickly rolypoly, or the wind witch. But what weed does it 
come from?

Weeds Case Study #2
Your friend Billy Einhorn is a crazy horror movie fanatic. One day he calls you up and states that all these scary 

movies have people running through corn fields while being chased. He says that he wants to try this for himself. 
You know, to get the whole scary movie experience. So he asks you if he can come over and run through your 

cornfield at midnight as you chase him with your pitchfork. You politely decline as you sent your pitchfork away 
to get sharpened for the harvest and offer him a pleasant and equally satisfying alternative. You tell him to come 
over at 8 in the morning to join you on a scouting mission to find the worst weed of them all. The females of this 

weed can create up to a million seeds and are extremely hard to stop. You need to apply multiple herbicides over 
the course of the entire growing season as it will easily compete against your corn plants for food, water and 

sunlight. Now that is scary!




