
By Greg Krissek, Kansas Corn CEO
This is important. EPA released its proposal to address the lost 
ethanol demand due to the refinery waivers they granted, and it’s 
not good. Many say this is the last chance to fix this problem. 

If you were expecting EPA to protect the Renewable Fuel Standard 
you will likely be disappointed. Over the past few years, EPA has 

granted an unprecendented amount of refinery waivers, destroying demand 
for over 4 billion gallons of ethanol. This summer’s exemptions handed out to 
oil refineries amounted to 1.4 billion gallons of ethanol demand. These actions 
have severely undercut the RFS, which provides market access for ethanol. 
While the blending obligation is set at 15 billion gallons, the waivers remove 
gallons from the RFS requirement. Corn farmers and ethanol producers made 
their voices heard in Washington DC, and in early October, President Trump 
told EPA to fix the problem, promising waived gallons would be returned to the 
2020 requirements using a three-year average of actual waived gallons. Kansas 
Corn joined corn and ethanol groups in praising this directive. 

On October 15, EPA released its proposal, ignoring the President’s directions 
using a formula that would account for only half of the lost gallons. Yet, on the 
day that EPA released its proposal, Agriculture Deputy Secretary Steve Censky 
said, “The president is very insistent that 15 billion gallons means 15 billion 
gallons. EPA and USDA are fully on board with that.”

“The proposed rule does not meet our expectation for accounting for lost 

ethanol demand caused by the refinery waivers granted by EPA in recent 

years. The next several years are critically important to the economic survival 

of many corn producers. We will hold the administration to their stated 
commitment that 15 billion gallons in the RFS means 15 billion 

gallons.” --Greg Krissek, CEO Kansas Corn

Your Comments Are Needed
See the Call to Action on this page. You’ll be receiving more information 
through email from Kansas Corn and NCGA in encouraging you to comment 
to EPA on this issue. You can make a difference by taking action.
Visit kscorn.com or visit NCGA’s standupforcorn.com
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Comment Period Begins 

EPA’s Ethanol Proposal 
Falls Short of Trump Deal

Comment Period for EPA 
Ethanol Proposal Is 
Oct. 30 through Nov. 29
The commend period for EPA’s ethanol 
proposal is open Oct. 30 through Nov. 
29. Our kscorn.com webpage will have 
the information and links you need 
to submit a comment to EPA on this 
important issue. See talking points on 
page 2. 

Thanks to your efforts, we made progress 
with the Trump Administration, which 
led to the  larger ethanol package 
announced by the President in early 
October. It is important that our growers 
once again reach out to both President 
Trump, and to submit comments to EPA 
on its proposal. 

Push Continues to Pass USMCA
We continue to push Congress to pass 
the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement 
(USMCA) before the end of the year. 
We have excellent support from our 
delegation in Washington, but please 
continue to encourage them to push for 
passage of this important agreement.

Atrazine Decision Expected
EPA is also expected to publish its 
interim decision on atrazine and the 
triazine herbicides before the end of the 
year. We’ve been working closely with the 
Triazine Network and EPA staff to bring 
this to a more positive conclusion. Watch 
for more information on this issue.

ETHANOL 
ACTION ALERT
SPEAK UP FOR ETHANOL



EPA’s Proposal Returns Only 
Half of Waived Gallons to RFS

Actual 
Waived: 

1.34 Billion 
Gallons

Do we still have a problem? 
Above is a graph showing the difference between 
EPA’s proposal and the amount of waived ethanol 

gallons that should be returned to the RFS. The 
photo is from just over a year ago in Garnett, 
when East Kansas Agri-Energy CEO Bill Pracht 

had a firmly worded conversation with then EPA 
Administrator Scott Pruitt after a meeting with 
farmers and ethanol producers at the Garnett 

plant. At the meeting, Kansas Corn leader Dennis 
McNinch told then EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt 

that growers were “mad as hell” about EPA’s 
refinery waivers. Andrew Wheeler replaced Pruitt, 

but continues EPA’s assaults on the RFS. 

EPA:  
770 Million 

Gallons

Tell EPA--

“A Deal Is a Deal--15 Means 15”
• President Trump broke the deal made with farmers 

and the EPA to address RFS waivers.

• The EPA proposal falls short. It is a bad deal for farm-
ers, ethanol producers and rural communities.

• On October 4, President Trump announced an 
agreement that directed the EPA to follow the law 
and keep the RFS whole, using the 3-year average 
of ethanol gallons actually waived by the EPA to 
account for waivers going forward.

• On October 15, the EPA proposed to use a 3-year 
average of the Department of Energy’s (DOE) recom-
mended waivers. This is half as much as the 3-year 
average actually waived by the EPA as promised by 
the President on Oct. 4

• The 3-year-average of actual waivers is 1.34 billion 
gallons while the average of DOE recommendations 
is 770 million gallons--about half as much.

• Farmers are being told to trust EPA--that future waiv-
ers will be cut in half , but farmers do not trust EPA.

• Farmers were told there would be a 15 billion gallon 
RFS. President Trump needs to ensure that 15 billion 
gallons actually means 15 billion gallons.

www.standupforcorn.com

Kansas Corn Participates Meeting on Quivira Water Restrictions--Kansas Corn leaders and staff attended the 
informational meeting on the Quivira issue, held by the Kansas Department of Agriculture Oct. 21 in St. John. Farmers, 
residents, businesses and municipalities in the Quivira National Wildlife Refuge area had received a notice from the Kansas 
Department of Agriculture Division of Water Resources informing them of mandatory water restrictions beginning Jan. 1, 
2020. The restricted area included parts of Edwards, Kiowa, Pawnee, Pratt and Stafford counties. Kansas Corn has been in 
touch with many growers in the area about this issue which could have serious financial impacts. However, Senator Jerry 
Moran announced on Monday that the restrictions would be put on hold thanks to an agreement he reached with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service.  We’ll continue to follow this issue closely.

Kansas Farm Bureau Health Plan Is Open--Kansas Corn Growers Association worked with Kansas Farm Bureau 
and other friends in agriculture to ensure the Kansas residents have more options for affordable healthcare. We heard from 
your feedback that this was a priority and a focus of the last legislative sessions, working with our friends in ag to make 
sure the KFB Health Plan could come to fruition. See below for more information if you are interested in exploring a new 
option in health care. Kansas Farm Bureau launched Kansas Farm Bureau Health Plans on October 1. There are three easy 
ways to learn more about coverage. You can go to your local FBFS Agent, visit www.kfbhealthplans.com, or call 1-833-282-
5928. By visiting the website, you can get a quote to see what your potential savings will be.

Trade Continues as a Priority-- USMCA, U.S.-Japan Agreement and More--Kansas and National Corn Grow-
ers Associations are keeping the pressure on to pass USMCA in the House before the end of the year. We appreciate our  
Kansas delegation’s support on this important issue. We did get good news with the U.S.-Japan Agreement which brings 
U.S. agricultural commodities largely back in line with the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement. Read more about Kansas 
Corn’s efforts to build exports of corn and corn products on page 4. 

Kansas Corn News Briefs



Kansas Corn Farmers Featured in 
Kansas Corn STEM Education Book
Kansas teachers are now using Kansas Corn’s new educational book titled, “We Grow 
Corn—Raising corn on a Kansas family farm”. The book, with an accompanying 
video series, is an important component of the Kansas Corn STEM program, which 
provides STEM-based lessons and free classroom materials to K-12 teachers.  In the 
2018-19 school year, Kansas Corn STEM reached over 1,300 teachers, and more 
than 50,000 students. The addition of the “We Grow Corn” book and videos will 
expand the program’s impact on STEM learning in Kansas schools.

Kansas Corn collaborated with northeast Kansas corn farmers Brad and Danyelle 
McCauley and their four children to show students how corn is grown. The book 
follows the McCauley family farm through the year with photographs, informa-
tion and fun facts. Readers will also learn about irrigated corn on a page featuring 
the Steve Rome family farm in southwest Kansas. Eight online videos featuring 
Brad McCauley and Steve Rome accompany the book to give students a deeper 
look into farming. An online teacher resource page is also available. 

Farmers played a key role in the project, according to Kansas Corn Director of Education Sharon Thielen, 
PhD, who authored the book and led the project. “Farmers were involved in every step of creating this book and video se-
ries. Our goal was to make this an informative book about corn farming in Kansas while providing STEM learning oppor-
tunities,” Thielen said.

McCauley said his family participated in the project to support STEM education in Kansas schools. “This project was im-
portant to our family because it supports education in our schools by showing how we grow corn on our family farm,” Brad 
McCauley said. “Science and technology play a big role in growing corn and other crops in Kansas. That’s why corn farmers 
support this effort to support STEM learning in our Kansas classrooms.”

New Membership Opportunities Available
Find Your Fit with Kansas Corn 
The Kansas Corn Growers Association now offers several membership options and opportunities for members. We offer 
membership levels for individuals, couples, farms, industry and students. One-year, three-year and lifetime memberships 
are available. KCGA works to represent growers in important legislative and regulatory issues and advocates for corn farm-
ers. KCGA members are also members of NCGA.

Free Seed Deal 
Our free seed program more than pays for a three-year membership for 
farmers. Farmers who join or renew a three-year membership receive a free 
bag of corn seed from one of the 15 seed companies who support KCGA with 
this program. Learn more at kscorn.com/join.

Kansas Corn Challenges Awards Prizes 
We realize that our members can find different ways to fit in and support 
KCGA. We are recognizing those who go above and beyond. The new Kansas 
Corn Challenge rewards members who participate in meetings, recruit new 
members, take action or engage with us on social media. No need to track 
your points; we’ll do that on our end awarding points for engaging with Kan-
sas Corn. Once a month, if you’ve reached a new point level, you’ll receive 
some great Kansas Corn swag as our thanks for engaging with Kansas Corn. 

How Do You Fit In with Kansas Corn? 
Learn more at kscorn.com/engage

FIND YOUR FIT!



Kansas Corn Growers Association
Mailing Address:
1310A Westloop PL #285
Manhattan KS 66502

K A N S A S

GROWERS ASSOCIATION
C RN

Kansas Corn Focuses on South Asia to Build Markets
India--In October, Kansas Corn and the U.S. Grains Council (USGC) hosted government and industry officials from 
India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka in Kansas to demonstrate aspects of the ethanol industry from field to fuel pump. The tour 
was part of the group’s participation in the Global Ethanol Summit in Washington DC. Kansas Corn has a strategic focus 
in south Asia to build markets for corn in all forms, including corn, ethanol, DDGS and red meat. For the last 10 years, 
ethanol has been the fastest-growing U.S. agricultural export, and India is a key growth market for ethanol. “We are seeing 
unprecedented expansion of export markets for ethanol and DDGS in the past few years. India is an extremely promising 
export market for ethanol and DDGS. This trade team visit is a continuation of our efforts to build markets for our prod-
ucts in India as well as neighboring countries,” Kansas Corn CEO Greg Krissek. “Last year, we hosted a trade team from 
India, Bangladesh and the Philippines, and we’re supporting DDGS feeding research for dairy heivers in India to build 
markets as well.”

Southeast Asia--In August, Kansas Corn leaders got a first-hand look at research aimed at building export markets for 
corn in Southeast Asia. Kansas Corn supported USGC research on Corn Storage in Tropical Climates to meet a specif-
ic need which will help build trade in a promising and rapidly growing market in 
Southeast Asia. The research was conducted by Carlos Campabadal with the K-State’s 
International Grains Program. Partnering with a major Malaysian feed mill to conduct 
the study, the research provided real-world results that he presented to feed buyers at 
the Southeast Asia U.S. Agricultural Cooperators Conference in Singapore. Kansas 
Corn CEO Greg Krissek, Commission Chairman Dennis McNinch of Utica and Dr. 
Campabadal participated in the conference. They met with buyers in southeast Asia. 
McNinch and Campabadal were both presenters at the conference.  “The vast majority 
of Southeast Asian importers were together for this conference, and they heard a crop 
update from a Kansas farmer and study results from a Kansas researcher. Storing corn 
in tropical environments requires certain management practices, and we can build 
export markets by helping those customers overcome corn storage issues.”

Learn more at kscorn.com
The quarterly newsletter of the 

Kansas Corn Growers Association
2627 KFB Plaza, STE 400E

Manhattan KS 66503
785-410-5009
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INDUSTRY PARTNERS

Diamond ($20,000+) 
Pioneer

Renew Kansas 
 
Gold ($5,000+) 
Western Plains Energy

Thank You to Our 2019 Industry Partners! 
Every year industry partners come on board to help Kansas Corn create programs and opportunities for farmers and 
future industry professionals to learn and grow. We want to say thank you to those that help make our goals and projects a 
reality with their partnerships. The support can be in a direct financial investment, sponsorship of an event or a program 
or through the free seed membership program. The list of the 2019 Kansas Corn Industry partners are listed below. Please 
let them know you appreciate their support!

Silver (2,500+) 
Ag Risk Solutions 
Conestoga Energy 
Farm Credit Associations of Kansas 
Taylor Seed Farms 

Green ($1000+) 
AgriGold 
American Ag Credit 
Compass Minerals 
Golden Harvest 
LG Seeds 
Mycogen 
NK Seeds
 
Brown ($500+) 
American Implement 
Andersons 
East Kansas Agri-Energy 
Heritage Tractor

The corn-fed tailgate is sponsored by Midland Genetics, JB Pearl and Taylor Seeds

The tailgate will be held inside at the International Grains Program (IGP) building, 1980 Kimball Ave., 
Manhattan KS, across from the football stadium.

We’ll supply the food, beverage and fun at no cost, thanks to our sponsors, 
JB Pearl, Midland Genetics and Taylor Seeds.

RSVP at kscorn.com and you’ll get a great t-shirt from Kansas Corn (first 100 registered). 

Supporter ($100+) 
AgMark LLC 
AgVenture East 
AgWest Commodities 
American State Bank 
Becks Seed 
Crop Service Center 
Farmers Coop Columbus 
Frontier Ag 
Hefty Seed 
Helena 
Hiawatha Implement 
Hoxie Implement 
Kansas Ethanol 
Midland Genetics 
Nutrien Ag Solutions 
Prairie Horizon 
Renk Seed 
AgroLiquid 
Hoegemeyer

Join us for the Kansas Corn-Fed Tailgate beginning four hours before

 the K-State v. West Virginia game on Nov. 16, 2019.



Plan for 2020! Save These Important Dates!
Mark your calendar for these upcoming Kansas Corn events and watch for more details!

January-February 2020 

Winter Corn Schools
Winter is coming, and so are the Kansas Corn 
Schools. We are excited to partner with K-State 
Research and Extension to host six regional 
K-State Corn Production Management Schools 
to be held in January and February in western, 
central and eastern Kansas to provide in-depth 
training targeted for corn producers. These ses-
sions are free for farmers to attend, and we will 
work to ensure CCA credits are available. Stay 
tuned for agendas for each school as the topics 
are targeted for the region. 

The one-day schools will cover up-to-date and 
specific corn topics including corn management, 
high-yielding corn factors, weed control, soil fer-
tility, price and market perspectives. After lunch, 
participants will have the opportunity to partic-
ipate in discussions and information specific to 
their region.

The school and lunch are offered at no cost, and 
participants will be asked to pre-register to help 
with meal counts.

• Jan. 6 in Montezuma  
     (with Corn-Fed Beef Seminar)

• Jan. 8 in Parsons

• Jan. 10 in Sedgwick

• Feb. 3 in Oakley

• Feb. 5 in Salina

• Feb. 7 in Olathe

January 23, 2020 

Kansas Corn Symposium
All corn producers are invited Kansas corn pro-
ducers are invited to the Kansas Corn Sympo-
sium on Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020. We will cele-
brate the accomplishments of Kansas Corn and 
look to the future on topics and issues facing 
Kansas corn farmers. The Kansas Corn Growers 
Association will also hold its annual meeting 
during the Symposium. Yield Contest winners, 
college scholarship winners, as well as recipients 
of the Kansas Corn Impact Award will be recog-
nized at the dinner. The Symposium will be held 
at the K-State Alumni Center in Manhattan. 

All corn producers are welcome to attend the 
symposium and are encouraged to stay for the 
Kansas Commodity Classic the next day. The 
symposium will begin early afernoon and will 
end with the Kansas Corn dinner. Producers may 
sign up to attend an optional morning session 
on risk management.  
 
January 24,2020 

Kansas Commodity Classic
Plan to attend the Kansas Commodity Classic, 
Friday, Jan. 24, 2020 at the K-State Alumni Cen-
ter in Manhattan. This is the annual convention 
of the Kansas corn, soybean, grain sorghum and 
wheat associations. We are finalizing a great 
agenda with top speakers on topics important 
to producers of Kansas’ four top crops! 
Visit kansascommodityclassic.com

Watch for more information and visit 
kscorn.com for more information. 


