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Answer questions 1-5 about corn harvest from We Grow Corn.

1. A bushel of corn weighs ______ pounds.

2. During what season does corn harvest occur?

3. What are two characteristics of corn that is ready to harvest?

4. What is the purpose of a combine?

5. Why is the rest of a corn plant returned to the field after harvest?

Go to page 36 of the Kansas Corn Production Handbook (https://www.bookstore.ksre.
ksu.edu/pubs/c560.pdf)  to read about corn harvest. Use the information from the 
handbook to answer the questions below.

6. Summarize the three categories of corn loss during harvest.

7. The average loose ear loss ______bushels per acre.

8. The average loose kernel loss is ______ bushels per acre.

9. The average cylinder loss is ______ bushels per acre.

10. When measuring loss, farmers can mark off areas behind their combine to 
calculate ear loss. Each ______ pound ear represents ______ bushel per acre loss.

11. To measure kernel loss, you would count the number of kernels on the ground in 
a ______ square foot area to calculate kernel and cylinder loss.

12. To find kernel and cylinder loss in bushels per acre, divide the counts by ______. 
This number of kernels will represent one bushel per acre loss.

13. If cylinder loss is less than ______ bushels per acre, you should adjust the cylinder 
for better ____________.

14. Summarize the three general adjustments that can be made to reduce harvest 
loss.

15. If possible, harvest should occur when corn is below ______ percent moisture.
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Answer questions 1-5 about corn harvest from We Grow Corn.

1. A bushel of corn weighs 56 pounds.

2. During what season does corn harvest occur? Fall

3. What are two characteristics of corn that is ready to harvest?  Dry silks, rounded 
or blunt ears.

4. What is the purpose of a combine? To efficiently harvest crops.

5. Why is the rest of a corn plant returned to the field after harvest?  Places nutrients 
back into the soil. 

Go to page 36 of the Kansas Corn Production Handbook (https://www.bookstore.ksre.
ksu.edu/pubs/c560.pdf)  to read about corn harvest. Use the information from the 
handbook to answer the questions below.

6. Summarize the three categories of corn loss during harvest. 
1. Ears that have been left or dropped. 2. Loose kernels. 3. Incomplete shelling.

7. The average loose ear loss 4 bushels per acre.

8. The average loose kernel loss is 1.4 bushels per acre.

9. The average cylinder loss is 0.7 bushels per acre.

10. When measuring loss, farmers can mark off areas behind their combine to 
calculate ear loss. Each 3/4 pound ear represent one bushel per acre loss.

11. To measure kernel loss, you would count the number of kernels on the ground in a 
10 square foot area to calculate kernel and cylinder loss.

12. To find kernel and cylinder loss in bushels per acre, divide the counts by 20. This 
number of kernels will represent one bushel per acre loss. 

13. If cylinder loss is less than 0.3 bushels per acre, you should adjust the cylinder for 
better shelling.

14. Summarize the three general adjustments that can be made to reduce harvest 
loss. 
1. Proper engine speed. 2. Ground speed correlates with snapping roll speed. 3. 
Accurate driving.

15. If possible, harvest should occur when corn is below 25 percent moisture.

Name: ____________________________________ANSWER KEY


