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HISTORY OF CORN

People began domesticating teosinte plants over 9,000 years
ago in southern Mexico (see pin on map), which was a part of
Mesoamerica. Teosinte looked very different than the corn we see

today. The ear on the teosinte plant was small and its kernels were
very hard and difficult to eat. The plant was mostly used for their

TYPES OF CORN

FLINT CORN POPCORN SWEET CORN DENT CORN
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Also known as Used as a snack Tastes sweet Used as feed for
Indian Corn food livestock, fuel and
Used for humans other products
Used for fall Kernels pop when to eat
decorations heated Dent in the kernel

Very juicy

Has a hard shell Smaller cob Hard kernels
Yellow or white
kernels, or both Yellow in color

Has many colors Deep yellow color

Learn more about
the four types of corn
from Farmer Bill!

husks to make items such as baskets, sleeping mats and clothes. Frorn_-

Over the years, the teosinte plant was adapted to grow in TEOSlnte to

different environments and to produce bigger ears with edible COl‘n # ,

kernels. The grain developed into what is now known as corn, ’

also called maize. Corn became widespread as the native people TEOSINTE R~

became nomadic, traveling and trading both to the south / o g
MESOAMERICA is a historic through Central America and to the north through Mexico into A5 : A H'w;‘oﬂ W
LZiltor:|tnP/‘|Z§:c)::E?;uf;m what is now the United States. Corn was very important to the 5 gﬁ - S RS
Belizell atériai. Mayan and Aztec civilizations and to the native Americans. & :L{.M+«)?‘A+wv;&-¢
El Salvador, Honduras, Archaeologists have found corn in the southwestern region of the B a0 00008 SE4000naaestboRs e

Nicaragua and northern
Costa Rica.

United States dating back to 5,000 years ago.
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'PHOTO: Sarah
McNeil works for
- Bayer in Manhattan,
Kansas. In their
‘research plots
around Kansas they
develop stronger
and healthier plants
for the state of
Kansas.
PHOTO: Dr. McNeil is pictured
here in a field with her son.

Plant Breeding Activity

Materials Needed
- Paper corn kernels * Scissors
« Paper ear of corn *Glue

« Paper trash can

Activity
+ Pretend you are a plant breeder!

+ Your teacher will give you corn kernels, and a sheet with an ear of corn
and a trash can printed on it.

+ Place the corn kernels with desired characteristics and glue them on
the ear of corn.

The Myst fC d « Place the corn kernels with non-desired characteristics and
L - Orieader on the trash can.

series is provided by:
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